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..'A. Proc{amation 

Whereas, The first nationa["Co-oy Month" was ce[e6rated in 1964 6y the 1.1..S. 'Deyartment of 
..'A.gricu{ture and has since 6een ce{e6rated every Octo6er in the 'United States of ..'A.merica; and 

Whereas, Co-oyeratives and credit unions are 6usinesses that are {oca{{y owned 6y everyday yeoy{e 
who join together to achieve shared goafs, so{ve a cha{{enge, 

or meet a community need; and 

Whereas, Co-oyeratives are recognized in the {aws and statutes of the Commonwea{th of 
Massachusetts as mem6er or user-owned, user governed and user 6enefiting 6usinesses, with the use 

of the term "co-oyerative" umited to enteryrises oyerating in this manner; and 

Whereas, Co-oyeratives give yeoy{e a rea{ stake in their economic destiny and the future of their 
communities. They a{fow yeoy{e to meet a wide variety of needs, goa{s and asyirations inc{uding 

hea{thy food, emyfoyment, farm yroducts, financia{ services ( credit unions), e{ectric, te{eyhone and 
ca6{e services, hea{th care, housing and insurance; and 

Whereas, In the 'United States, there are a6out 65,000 co-oyeratives, and one out of every three 
yeoyfe is a mem6er of a at {east one co-oy or credit union . ..'A.round the wor{d, there are a6out 3 

mi{uon co-oyeratives, and a6out 12 yercent of the human yoyu{ation are mem6ers of a co-oy . ..'A.6out 
10 yercent of the wor{d's yoyu{ation, or around 280 mi{uon yeoyfe, are emyfoyetf 6y co-oys; and 

Whereas, Co-oyeratives y{ay a major rofe in the regiona{ economy of Massachusetts and the co­
oyerative yhifosoyhy of working together for the common good has yromoted community we{{-6eing 

and improved the quauty of {ife for yeoy{e in Massachusetts; and 

Whereas, The 'United Nations has dec{ared 2025 to 6e the Secondlnternationa{year of Co-oyeratives, 
ce{e6rating how "Co-oyeratives 'Bui{£ a 'Better Wor{d'' and highughting the contri6ution of the co-oys 

to sustaina6{e devefoyment, economic inc{usion and resiuent communities, 

Now, Therefore, I, Maura T. J-{ea{ey, §overnor of the Commonwea{th of Massachusetts, 
do here6y yroc{aim Octo6er 2025, to 6e, 

CO-OP MONTH 
.Jlna urge a{{ resiaents of the Commonwealth to take 

cognizance of this event ana yartici_pate fitting{y in its o6servance . 

(jiven at the 'Executive Cham6er in 'Boston, this first aay of Octo6er, in the year two thousana ana twentyfive, 
ana of the Inaeyencfence of the 1.lnitea States of ..'A.merica, the two hunarea ana forty-ninth. 

BY HER EXCELLENCY 

�l:!f �wee 
KIMBERLJY DRISCOLL 

LT. GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
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(jod Save tlie Commonwea[tli of J'vt.assacliusetts 


